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Research ethics evaluation 
All projects must perform an evaluation of the ethical aspects of the research that will be undertaken. It is recommended to consult the Ethical Board of your organisation before submitting a proposal.

Please answer the questions by indicating ‘No’ or ‘Yes’ on the right.

	Humans
	No
	Yes
	If yes, mention reference in the full proposal

	Does the project or the project data involve humans (military staff, patients, volunteers, vulnerable people) as subjects?
	☐
	☐
	

	Human Cells and/or Tissues
	No
	Yes
	

	Does the project or the project data involve the use of human cells or tissues (other than from human embryos and/or foetuses)?
	☐
	☐
	

	Genetic or personal data
	No
	Yes
	

	Does your research involve further processing of previously collected personal data (including use of pre-existing data sets or sources or merging existing data sets)
	☐
	☐
	

	Does the project or the project data involve tracking the location or observation of people?
	☐
	☐
	

	Environment, Health and Safety
	No
	Yes
	

	Does your project or your project data involve any activities dealing with elements that may cause harm to the environment, animals, or plants (e.g., GMO plants, microorganisms, etc.)?
	☐
	☐
	

	Does your project or your project data involve the use of elements (toxic chemicals, explosives, radioactive material, etc.) that may cause harm to humans, including the research staff?
	☐
	☐
	

	Does the proposed research make use of information, installations, processes or products that need to be covered by permits (ionizing radiations, explosives and precursors, pharmaceutical products,..)
	☐
	☐
	

	Misuse and Security
	No
	Yes
	

	Could your research be misused, compromise security and or human rights and/or international humanitarian law ?
	☐
	☐
	

	Does your research have the potential for misuse of research results?
	☐
	☐
	

	Do you take security measures to prevent misuse?  
	☐
	☐
	

	Artificial Intelligence
	No
	Yes
	

	Does your research involve the development, deployment and/or use of Artificial Intelligence?
	☐
	☐
	

	Could the development, deployment and/or use of Artificial Intelligence that is based on your research raise ethical concerns related to human rights, values, decision making and/or can it cause negative societal (e.g. on democracy, labour market, freedom, mass surveillance) or environmental impact?
	☐
	☐
	

	Does the AI to be developed/used raise any other ethical issues not covered by the questions above (e.g. subliminal, covert or deceptive AI, AI that is used to stimulate addictive behaviours, androids and cyborgs, autonomous technology (e.g. drones, robots in deep sea and space exploration, deep learning,..)
	☐
	☐
	

	How will the developed AI comply with the need for Explaibility and Traceability?




	
	
	

	How is the Reability of the AI assured?





	What control structures containing policies, guidelines and frameworks are put into place to assure Governability?





	How is bias mitigated?






	What meaningful human control is involved in decision making processes?






	Other Ethical Issues
	No
	Yes
	

	Are there any other issues that should be taken in consideration? Your research may raise new ethical issues and concerns that are currently not fully covered by this ethics questionnaire (e.g. man-machine interaction, think of possible adverse effects on medical devices such as pacemakers, ICD, monitoring and ventilation , painpumps, robotic surgery, incubators for neonates, etc., developments in nanotechnology, developments in the field of neurobiology, developments in nanotechnology,…)        
	☐
	☐
	

	If your answer to the last question is ‘Yes’, please describe any such other ethically relevant issues and explain how you attend to address them, below.
	

	

	How does your project comply with Lawfulness criteria (including IHL)?
	

	How is Responsability and Accountability organised?
	



Note: The Ethical Advisory Board of the RHID will assess this information and can advise how to deal with the ethical aspects of its proposal and formulate concerns, advice, preventive and/or corrective measures for specific ethical aspects. 
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